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2026 Annual Report – Some Headlines 

• Since 2019,   child and infant mortality has declined by 9.7%.

• In 2025- 6 NWL convened 16 panels 
• reviewing  117 cases  (37 fewer than 2024-5) 

• Convened a JAR in 45% of cases 

• The largest group of cases involved babies under 28 days.

• More than half of all cases involve peri natal or chromosomal 
events.
• These cases have increased from 44% ( 2022) to 57% (2026)



More Headlines 

• NWL has a higher proportion of children in its population than 
England as a whole.

• NWL is much more diverse than England, is roughly the same as 
London but has a significantly higher Asian / Asian British population. 

• It has more deprived communities than London as a whole
• Slightly more children die in deprived communities than in less deprived 

communities 

• Since 2022 there has been significant ethnicity changes in cases 
reviewed with  the proportion of Asian cases (up) , white (down) and 
mixed (up).







Race and Ethnicity







Deprivation and Child Death









Year              Death             JARs  Held Percentage
           Notifications

2019-20  150   25   17% 
2020-21  131   25   19%
2021-22  117   30   25%
2022-23  145   58   40%
2023-24  144   55   38%
2024-25  126   52   41%
2025-26  145   66   45%



Modifiable Factors 



Some Findings from CDOP 
Neonatal Panels  (7)

• CTG Monitoring

• Use of Interpreters 

• Genetic Counselling 

• Thermal Management



Medical and Palliative Panels (5)

• Communication with families. 

• Healthcare engagement and 

treatment adherence.

• International treatment pathways and 

travel abroad.

• Advance care planning and RESPECT 

documentation.

• Supporting children with highly 

complex healthcare needs.



SUDIC and Trauma Panels (4)

• Child supervision and environmental 

safety.

• Safer sleep and injury prevention.

• Interpreter use and effective 

communication.

• Serious youth violence and exploitation. 

• Multi-agency information sharing.

• Investigation processes following sudden 

and unexpected child deaths.
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